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Synopsis

Widely recognized as the most accurate and comprehensive text in the field, this practical,
step-by-step introduction to criminal investigation gives students a logical framework for
understanding the investigative process. Major sections cover current issues such as environmental
crime, the looting of archaeological sites, videotaping of crime scenes, street gangs, and drugs.
Case studies throughout the text emphasize the applied technique of criminal investigation. Graphs,
charts, and arresting photographs found throughout the text depict the practical aspects of
investigation and help to clarify difficult scientific concepts. The tenth edition has been significantly

updated with new content to reflect new statistical data, technology, procedures, and law.
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Customer Reviews

This book is on the reading list for Massachusetts Civil Service Promotional Exams. | found it to be
fascinating, as did most of my colleagues. You name the crime, and this book will show you step by
step how to find the evidence, and how to properly handle it when you do find it. Full of diagrams
and illustrations to make every concept crystal clear and graphic photos of some heinous crime

scenes.

This book is by far one of the best of the criminal justice books that | have ever read. If it wasn’t
required reading for my Criminal Investigations class, | just might have picked it up and read it on
my own. This book is one of the most interesting and easy to read books that has ever been

required reading. The photography in the text helps with the topics in the reading much more than in



any other books I've read. Though a bit gruesome, the photos are of great quality and only help the

book that much more.

| initially purchased this book as required reading for a Police Sergeant promotional exam but, |
realized that it was the most informative text on investigations that | have read to date. The text is
very well written and most of the material is applicable in any jurisdiction. The book includes a good
number of illustrations and photos and I’'m positive that I'll be referring back to this book throughout

my career as a police officer.

| bought this book because I'm interested in series on discovery such as: Forensic Detectives,
Medical Detectives and The Fbi Files. This book describes everything(see table of contents) in
detail, from the history of crime investigation till gunshots etc. After almost every subject, the book
gives real life examples and pictures.After reading reviews | bought it and | don’t regret it. It's the
most excellent book in the field and often used on universities. The book isn’'t cheap, but if you're

really interested in these subjects it’'s certainly worth the price.

This subject is very interesting and the book go along with it well. The book is very interesting and is
not boring to read. It has a lot of detailed pictures and information that goes along with it. Plus the

reading is enertaining.This overall is a very good book!

| highly recommend this book for anyone who wants to learn the basics of Criminal Investigation. As
a person who has been in the field for over 20 years, | feel that this should be a required read for all
developing police officers. This book will help any police officer prepare for the many facets of
criminal investigation. It is also good for those with experience as a detective that may be
transitioning from one area of investigations to another. If you are a law enforcement officer that
would like to increase your knowledge and effectiveness on the job, get this book and read it! In
doing so, you may be able to stop yourself, or a fellow officer from accidentally destroying evidence
that is vital to solving a case. In some departments, you will even be able to teach your detectives

something that they may not be aware of.

| bought this book for a class. | thought it was going to be a normal textbook but i was pleasantly
surprised. This book has tons of information. | learned a lot from this book. | normally sell books

after i finish them but this one id definitely a keeper.



If you are looking for a current, comprehensive review of the field of criminal investigation, this is a
good book. It's a large, heavy book filled with excellent graphics and color photos and text
supplemented by actual case examples. Well worth the price. | bought this for a class, but | am

keeping it for future reference.
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